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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL Botte {Ui 


SUBJECT: U.S. Air Force Study on Possible Defection of Chinese 
Air Force 


In accordance with your previous request to maintain liaison Fr 
with the Air Force with respect to a project study, the following | 
report is fumished for your information. 


The Air Force has completed a study with respect to implica- 
tions to the U.S. interests of defections of Chinese Air Force 
pilots and planes from Formosa to the Chinese Communists, 


1. In brief thisftudy establishes the following points: 


ae Total number of Chinese Nationalist Air Force air- 
craft is 1089; of this number 513 are in operation@units; of this 
latter number 250 are serviceable. 

be Total Gommnist aircraft available is 43. In addi- 
tion, 11 transport planes recently defected from the Civil Airlines 
to the Chinese Communists. 

co A total of 400 Chinese Commnist pilots have received 
or are now receiving a two-year course of training in the USSR. 

de The current supply of petroleum to the Chinese Nation- 
alists is approved by the Munitions Board Petroleum Committee, which 
is maintaining a close watch on consumption to insure that no more 
than a 120-day supply accwmlates. Shipments would terminate if a 
Communist seizure of Taiwan appears imminent. 

@s Morale in the Chinese Nationalist Air Force is low. 
Control of possible defection is maintained by permitting only 
married pilots with families on Taiwan to participate in opera~ 
tional flights and by limiting the quantity of gasoline issued. 


2a This study concludes that: 


a At the present time it does not appear that a secu= 
rity threat to UeG. interests in the form of Air Force defections 
is serious enough to warrant immediate action to carry out positive 
preventive measures. 

be The placing of a small U.S. liaison group on Taiwan 
would be helpful in improving morale, combatting the defection trend 
in the Ghinese Nationalist Air Force, and collecting i ‘aseoen Snes | 

ce The CIA should be requested to prepare ab a mbtat jor a 
priority a plan for covert sabotage of CNAP aircraft and} aviati 
fuel. stocks in Taiwan, and to submit the plan to theh JOS ' ‘for of jar 
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3e The study recommends that the JCS approve = ouraonls to) . 
the Secretary of Defense to implement conclusion 2 ¢ abenes s 
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